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By Vernon A. Guidry Jr.
Washington Star Staff Writer© -+~ ;.
President Carter sald today that -
failure to ratify a strategic arms
agreement with the Soviet Union
.could lead to “a dark nightmare of
.unrestrained competition.” R
The warning came .in the presi-
dent’s long-awaited major défense of |
the SALT I treaty, which is now virtu-
-ally complete after years of negbdtia.-
tion. S . -
“A rejection of SALT Il would have.
- significance beyond the fate of a sin- |
gle treaty,” Carter Sald in remarks
prepared for delivery to the American.
‘Newspaper PubliShers Associalion,
meeting inNew York. © . 7L
- It ' would mean a radical turning
away from Anierica's long-térm policy .

of sceking world peace, the control of |

nuclear weapons and the easing nf,
tensions between Americans and the:
Soviet people under a system of inter-!
national law based

ests,hesaid. "l
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ALTHOUGH THE TREATY: has not’
yet been formally;signed and submit-

ted, the Senate debate on SALT rati-

fication is well under way. Stiff oppo-:

_sition has already taken shipe, with'|

many observers predicting that the |

.treaty 1i‘its present 1orim might well!
.fall short of the;needed two-thirds ap-
proval. .. oap -t D e
: Carter’s speech attempted to steer
‘critics away from the notion that’
-rejection or significant amendment
. by the Senate could be-used to force
‘renegotiation .on more, favorable
-‘erms. i -"-:-‘.'.- ‘~' o ;nr.‘.::x' ‘?'.l. ‘uf,i-,':‘_-, ‘
" *“The fact is that the'dlternativé to
this treaty is not,a perfect agreement;
drafted unilaterally by the United!,
States in which we gaiti everything|

and the Sovlets gain. nothing,” Carterj;

:?'_wlth'todny‘s speech to shape the SALT)

i

. _""said. 7'Th‘e alternative, now and in théf .

. foreseeable {

Ll

orese: uture, s no agreement at-
ALY LT e e e e
- “White House aldes say Carter hoped: -

debate around four major themes: the:

.{smeed to continue the.arms control: .

i process, the place of SALT in the over-|

-all defense posture of the United

_o‘n-,‘mutua; inter-

‘to other areas of U.S.Soviet relations. " fication issue, warned, that

|+ #'This new arms control agreement| must ensure that these secrets wi

|

!

States, the ability of the United States

"to détect any Soviet cheating, and the ! -

&xtent to which SALT could be linked

will obviously serve our nationat
interests,” Carter said. “It will reduce !

the dangerous levels of strategic arms Y.
.and restrain the development of fu- '

ture weapons. It will-help to maintain ~
our relative strength compared to the
Soviets and will ‘avert a costly, Tisky
and pointless buildup of missile
taunchers and bombers — at the end,
of which both sides would be even |
lesssecure.” - . 1 T B T
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CARTER, adopting some of the lan-",
guage of critics who want more de-
fense spending, said the upward trend
of Soviet military capobility makes ,
new 1.8, strategic weapons necessary,
eyen with SALTIL = . - v o e -

HUWe. must modernize: ou

-
»

r own’

« strategic {orces.. . . The defense budg-

" Soviet Union,” Carter said.

et I have submitted will ensure that

our nuclear force continues to be;

" essentially equivalent to that of the

.

The question of whether the Unit}édj

' States can verify Saviet compliance.

with SALT I has become one of the.

' most pressing questions in the Senate -

“debdte. Early concern about Soviet’

- concealment practices has been deep-:

ened by new worries following the

-."f.

~

shorder In fran; Tii 3 {iE
s eQup photographic satell
¥enable us to follow

-thé so-called “linkage
*make no sense to add

. sileduring the Hfe of thetreaty. = .

itoring" fis. 0n the Soviet
e -

Ve
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ites #nid'otter Systems
technological developments ip
‘Soviet strategic forces with great accuracy,” Carter

dosisted. - bl e bS oo oo
" But Instead of offering details, be asked for trust.
“The sensitive intelilgence techniques cannat ba
disclosed in public, but the bottom line is that if
there Is an effort to’cheat on the SALT agreement

" we will detect it and we will do so in time fully
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to protect our security,” he said.
“ Carter, already distressed about leaks ou the veri-
*“leaders in Congress
11 be guarded”
when they are revenled behind closed doors.
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HE PRESIDENT was equally explicit in arguing
against any congressional attempt to make SALT
contingent on Soviet good behavior elsewhere —
" issue — saying it would
nuclear instability to other
troubled areas.” . .- 4 .} AN :
". In any event, he went
sticksituation. = -
“SALT 1} is not a favor'we ara doing for the Soviet
Union” he said. "It i§ an agreement carefully ne-
gotiated in the national security interest of the

United States.” . e S
The SALT II treaty would,limit both sides to no
more than 2,250 bombers arid missiles. Within thal
total, sub-limits would be placed on types of weap-
ons, most riotably intercontinental ballistic mlssiles
independently targeted

on, there is no carrot-and-

3
3

which carry multiple, i
‘bydrogen bomby, . <« : i .
“The number of warheads on each missile would
be limited and each side would be restricted to
introducing only one sighlflcantty new type of mis
- Conservative critlcs of SALT say the treaty is one:
sided. in favor of the Russians and sets limits too
high to be meaningful. From the left there is crhtt.
cism that the treaty not only fails to halt the arms
race but actually requires a new generation of us.
strategic weaporry. . :

The administration makes essentially the’Sam:
argument in response to both: The present tréaty i
fmperfect but it is the best available now and ac
cepting it is better than aborting the arms contro

rocess., TR el Yoo sTetiga
“Without r1d would be forc

3 SALT, the w ed tocon
€lude that America had chosen' confrontation

y e
2 '

_rather than cooperation and peace,” Carter said. ;&
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